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antell began to plan her escape. "A friend  without a partner. They beean to mal




their interest known. Needing h-:!;- tor her
children, Shantell responded positively to

the advances of one particular man whom

she describes as “extremely nice.”

leed forthcoming for

A little help was ir
Shantell and her children, but six months
when Shantell

into  the relationship

informed him thar she

was pregnant by

him, the “extremely nice” young man

disappeared

Marcus

The sun had just set one Sunday cvening
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was walking .l]~|f'|:__( one of the major roads
in the community that she had settled into,
pondering the c¢ruel hand that life had
played her and thinking about the stupid
decisions she had made.
With another child on the way, no job
and no one to take care of her or the m, she
was lost in her thoughts and so i].;s:nl':.‘n.! the
consistent honking of the car horn behind

her.

“Sweetheart, vou got to look where vou
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are going. It would be a sin to knock a fine

like vou down,” she heard a voice
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ied man leaning out the window of

her.

around Shantell saw a dark

one of the more fancy cars, addressing
She smiled at him and he offered her a lift
home. That’s how Shantell met Marcus

She recalls that even though she was

distrustful of men in the wake of her past
two  experiences, Marcus’s attitude soon
caused the scepricism ro disappear. “From
the inception, | knew he was different.
Without asking me for any sexual favours,
he began to help me out financially. He
would work and bring all of his money and
rive me. He really started caring for me and
f.:lc (hl|.3rrn."\!:r said.

Marcus, a taxi driver, was so good to

her that Shantell felt comfortable

to disclose to him that she was carrving
another mans child. That \51-.--'.L':'_\' failed to
daunt Marcus from his noble intentions and
he promised Shantell that he would always
be there for her .md the children. When her
old aunt passed away shortly after, Marcus
immediately stepped up to the plate. He

-»11'_;'-_;1.'-!L'.{ that 11::-.-. move to the capital to
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Shortly after moving to live in the
capital, Shantell gave birth to a baby boy
and, keeping his promise, Marcus not only

signed for the baby as his own, but named

the baby after him. Marcus continued to

work as a taxi driver and Shantell began to
vend confectionary outside the city market
to supplement her }tir{m.""- income.

Then the rumours about Marcus and
other women began L'jrl't|l;LTin_}__l_ “Atr the
city marker area, |1-'-.'|iin"_'| don't hide and bit
by bit, people started telling me that they
seeing Marcus with different women all
over the place.”

When confronted, Marcus denied the
allegations of infidelity. However, Shantell

began secing
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various women. While she was concerned
about such behaviour, she was reluctant to
cause oo much of a fuss in the fear that
Marcus would leave her, so she consoled
herself with thought

that he was good

to her and her children and ignored

everything else. “Tt was a small price for all

that he was doing for me,” she said. When

: ».
W f- ﬁ
oy
[

-2 A

she found out the fo
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was pregnant, she was very happ

Maybe the reason that Marcus was
promiscuous was because he wanted a child
of his own. Now that he would be getting one,

he would curb his habits, Shantell reasoned.

But with the birth of Marcus’ child, nothing

changed: if anvthing, it worsened and one
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day Shantell even ended up in

altercation with one of his many women

That incident ended with Shanrell being
charged by the Police for assault

However, Shantell foreave her partner

for this incident. After all if she ended the

relationship, it would be unlikely thar a man
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want a
and no proper job, At least the meney from
Marcus continued to flow so he must still love
her. *T knew that Marcus loved me but he just

had a womar

blem. Why else would he be
bringing all his money and grving me? He was
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were stupid, but | was his queen. So 1 stopped

worrving myself over his little mistakes.”

While her parents were at work, Shantell’s
eldest daughter, Michelle would be lefr wirl

the responsibility off caring for her younger

siblings. Both parents worked long into the

night and Shantell admired the fact that
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on her arrival home each night, Mi

le
would have already tidied the place and
her siblings would be in bed. She was also
pleased with the relationship that Marcus

iren. Thev were extrem

had with the chilc
respectful of him and he seemed to have
a good relationship with them especially

Michelle







